[Reconstruction of the jaw and oral cavity with free vascularized grafts].
59 microvascular graft transfers performed in 50 patients in our department since 1985 have been studied retrospectively. The indications for microvascular reconstruction were sequelae after tumour surgery in 38 patients, gunshot injury in seven, chronic osteomyelitis of the mandible in three, complication after jaw fracture in one patient, and atrophy of the alveolar ridge also in one patient. Transplants from the iliac crest, fibula, radius, radial forearm skin and jejunum were used. Three transplants were lost because of arterial thrombosis, giving a success rate of 94.9%. Complications were registered in 19 cases, the largest group being wound infections. 21 of the 50 patients have been treated with dental implants for total rehabilitation of masticatory function. Transfer of free vascularized bone and soft tissue grafts has greatly improved the functional and cosmetic results obtained in reconstructive surgery of the orofacial region.